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Eastern Alps: Trento
Doc wines

The Trento Doc wines, in Eastern Alps, are all PDO/PGI
and with a good share of organic, produced with
grapes from slopes of the river valleys, grown with the
traditional pergola trellising system. The farms
producing the grape are more than 6300, 70% of them
on less than 1ha. The grapes are processed by
cooperative cellars, large scale companies and small
private cellars. Partly consumed in the area, either by
residents of tourist, it reaches National and
International markets. Wine production shapes the
landscapes and is an essential part of the touristic
offer, that contributes back to agriculture either
buying the wines and/or using the hospitality offered
by multifunctional farms. Climate change is pushing
viticulture uphill, with potential positive effects, but,
on the other hand, creating some concerns of
pollution, soil over-exploitation and water
requirements.

Policy should strengthen the integrated approach and
acknowledge the cornerstone role of family farming.

1. Trento DOC wines and
landscape

To describe Eastern Alps Region, within the
MOVING project goals, we focused on the
Trento DOC wines value chain (VC), a PDO
production with a relevant share of organic,
so applying two EU defined quality schemes
on the grape production and following
processing steps.

The VC is based on grapes of international
and local varieties totally produced within the
Province. Vineyards are located on the
slopes of river valleys and are mainly
managed with the typical pergola trellisying
system (see figure 1). In the Province

Key Policy Messages

¥ Integration of policies is essential to
reach fairness, inclusivity, resilience
and sustainability;

& family farming is the cornerstone of
sustainable mountain agriculture;

¥~ ecological forms of farming (i.e.
organic) must be supported not only
with funds but also with knowledge
(i.e. research, advisory etc.);

" a balance of power when
negotiating the use of public goods
(i.e. water) should be granted.

vineyard covers about 10,000ha, located
from 100 up to 1100m asl. Vinyards belong
to about 6300 farms, many of them of very
small size, 70% below 1ha. The grapes are
processed in PDO/PGlI wines by 15
cooperative  cellars, few large-scale
companies and several small-scale private
cellars. The outcome is about 800.000hl/year
of still white, rosé and red wines, while the
most iconic wine is the bottle-fermented
sparkling PDO wine Trento DOC. The
vineyards forge the landscape with the
terraces that characterize the valleys, a key
element of the touristic offer that is mainly
based on outdoor sports, health and
wellbeing, gastronomy and  culture.
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Viticulture is a specialised sector, but often
intertwined with other farming activities such
as fruit production, animal husbandry (mainly
dairy cows) and touristic services in terms of
accommodation and farm restaurants. In
recent years, due to climate change,
vineyards gained more and more areas in
upper valleys, where for decades pastures
were abandoned, and forest was
progressively  taking over. In the
establishment of higher vineyards large
companies were the main actors (mainly due
to high investment costs), but they are paving
the way to small scale initiatives that benefit
by the infrastructures and experiences of the
first.

Trento wines are partly sold/consumed
locally, by local residents and tourists, but the
largest share ends up on National and
International markets. Most of the VC takes
place in the Province and large part of the
revenues remain on site.

2. The contribution of the wine
value chain to Resilience and
sustainability

Trento wines make use of local material and
immaterial assets:

a) at grape production level, it makes use
of land and its structure in terraces, soil
specific composition and its fertility, climate
(climbing up mountains as temperatures
become higher), road infrastructures, water
(in reservoirs and through the irrigation
system), disseminated network of
multifunctional farms, high level knowledge
of farmers and advisers supported by local
University, research centres and
consultancy.

b) at processig level, making use of
structures, infrastructures and institutional
support, qualified skilled personnel from local
schools and innovation support from
research centres;

c) at marketing and trade level, as the
“image” of Trento province is a key aspect of
wine communication, thanks to touristic
qualification and world-wide
acknowledgement as clean, nature-friendly
and good gastronomy destination.

The main environmental threats for the VC
are extreme weather events and the
efficiency of water use. On the social side,
threads are social changes, scarcity of work
force for seasonal work in the vineyard and
for non-qualified work in the winery.

The actors involved in the VC contribute to
local resilience and sustainability with a
continuous evolution of practices. The
implementation of environmentally friendly
agronomic  practices  (especially the
increased share of organic) along with
accurate choice of grape varieties (including
resistant/tolerant new ones) and the
delocalisation of vineyards in higher areas
significantly increase the resilience of the VC
in terms of soil quality and health, yield and
quality of grapes and longevity of the
vineyards. At socio-economic level, the good
profitability of grape production (for use in
quality wines) allows farmers to maintain
their activity and offers qualified jobs to
young farmers and professionals. It also
increases the attractiveness of the area for
tourism and quality living. Overall, the fact
that the VC is almost completely located in
the Province, leads to a large reinvestment
of profits in loco, to the benefit of the whole
community.




2 MOVING

3. Policy experiences

In the province an integration among policies
of different sectors and the acknowledgment
of small farmers as a key element of the local
development are common understanding.

Rural development policies have always
supported to a good degree a) small
producers and their collective initiatives
(being them cooperatives or consortia or
other forms); 2) quality productions (mainly
PDO and in most recent years organic); 3)
research for the innovation of local
agriculture accompanied by high level
education and training. A real integrated
system of agriculture, tourism and other
economic activities is into place, even if there
is large space for improvement.

Recent advanced experiences pertain the
setting up of 2 organic districts where
viticulture and wine production is the key
activity (Biodistretto di Trento e Biodistretto
della Valle dei Laghi), but the scope is to use
organic farming as a tool for a broad
integration of policies and activities focussed
on sustainability and resilience in urban and
rural areas.

4. Recommendations

The consultation with local actors allowed to
identify the following points as relevant for
further policy development:

e further enhance the integration of
policies considering agriculture (in its
most sustainable forms) as a basis
for tourism and other activities;

e stronger support to ecological
systems (i.e. organic farming and
diversification also through

multifunctional farming) with funds
but also with knowledge;

e preserve family farming as the
cornerstone of mountain farming;

e secure fair power balance in the use
of water for different purposes;

e secure investments in education,
research and innovation with a global
approach to resilience and
sustainability.
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