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Tête de Moine PDO -Swiss Jura 

The Tête de Moine AOP, faces an uncertain future due 

to climate change and a changing farmer population.  

The MOVING research project has identified key 

threats and potential solutions to safeguard this cultural 

heritage. 

Reduced summer rainfall and more extreme weather events brought on by climate change could 

significantly impact the quality and quantity of grass, a vital ingredient for producing the high-

quality milk needed for Tête de Moine. Additionally, an aging farmer population and a declining 

interest in dairy farming pose challenges to the future workforce. 

The MOVING project has supported the local stakeholders to define joint objectives that respond 

to these threats, that are as follows: 

• Developing drought-resistant forage varieties could ensure a steady supply of grass for 

the cows. Improved water management practices, such as storing water during wet 

seasons for use during dry periods.  

• Attracting younger generations to dairy farming.  

• Highlighting the prestige and value associated with Tête de Moine production, contributing 

to make dairy farming a more attractive career path.  

• Positioning Tête de Moine as a luxury product, contributing to increase the demand and 

profitability, further incentivizing young farmers to join the industry. 

By developing strategic options that contribute to these objectives, the Tête de Moine value chain 

can adapt to the changing cheese market and the climate change, ensuring the continued 

production of this beloved cheese and preserving this unique piece of Swiss culinary heritage. 
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